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ilous journey across the Atlantic to seize the promise of the American 
dream. The same spirit that guided intrepid settlers to help establish 
Jamestown, Virginia, and found Germantown, Pennsylvania, is re-
flected in the indelible contributions to our common culture that we 
celebrate today. 

Today, nearly one quarter of all Americans trace their ancestry to Ger-
many, and many familiar American traditions—from Christmas trees to 
kindergarten—have German origins. German descendants have fun-
damentally and positively shaped the course of American history. 
From the wheels of labor and the fields of sport, to the halls of power 
and throughout our society, generations of German Americans have 
helped make America what it is today. 

The bonds of friendship and trust between the United States and Ger-
many continue to enrich both our nations. Our partnership is more im-
portant than ever, and it remains indispensable to global security and 
prosperity. As we observe German-American Day, we celebrate how far 
we have come together and remember the lasting legacy that past pio-
neers have bestowed onto us. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 
6, 2011, as German-American Day. I encourage all Americans to learn 
more about the history of German Americans and to commemorate the 
many contributions they have made to our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8732 of October 7, 2011 

Fire Prevention Week, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Fires, whether caused by people or nature, can have devastating ef-
fects. Hundreds of thousands of fires happen in and around American 
homes every year, killing or injuring thousands of people and causing 
untold damage to families and communities. This week, we honor the 
selfless first responders who put themselves on the line to safeguard 
us all from fire, and we reaffirm the need for Americans to practice fire 
safety throughout the year. 

This year’s Fire Prevention Week theme, ‘‘Protect Your Family from 
Fire,’’ encourages all Americans to promote fire prevention awareness 
both inside and outside the home. Everyone can take significant steps 
to mitigate the risk of fire, from installing and maintaining smoke 
alarms on every level of their home to practicing safe cooking behav-
iors. Families can help protect themselves by designing and practicing 
an escape plan that includes an outside meeting place with multiple 
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exit paths out of each room. And, with the help of local safety officials, 
families can work together to protect their neighborhood with a Com-
munity Wildfire Protection Plan. 

In 2011, Federal firefighting grants have been provided to 16 States to 
assist with wildfires that have caused destruction to families, farms, 
and businesses. Those living with the threat of wildfire can safeguard 
their houses by mowing dry grasses to two inches or less, and by clear-
ing brush, leaves, green grass, and lumber from around their homes. By 
taking precautionary steps, and by discussing and practicing evacu-
ation plans with our families, we can empower ourselves and our com-
munities with the tools to prevent fires, and to save lives, property, 
and livestock when fires do occur. 

This week, our Nation honors the dedicated firefighters and other first 
responders who do the hard, dangerous work of keeping our commu-
nities safe from fire. Many have laid down their lives to save our 
friends and neighbors, and their selfless sacrifice defines the nature of 
courage. As we pay tribute to their memories, let us resolve to main-
tain our vigilance and take proactive steps to stop fire emergencies be-
fore they begin. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 
9 through October 15, 2011, as Fire Prevention Week. On Sunday, Oc-
tober 16, 2011, in accordance with Public Law 107–51, the flag of the 
United States will be flown at half-staff on all Federal office buildings 
in honor of the National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service. I call on 
all Americans to participate in this observance with appropriate pro-
grams and activities and by renewing their efforts to prevent fires and 
their tragic consequences. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8733 of October 7, 2011 

National School Lunch Week, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Children are America’s greatest treasure, and ensuring their health is 
one of our most important duties as parents, families, and community 
members. Our children’s continued ability to learn in the classroom, 
grow up healthy, and reach their full potential will depend on what 
we do now to secure their future. The National School Lunch Program 
has been a central part of our Nation’s commitment to healthy children 
since its inception in 1946, improving the nutrition of generations of 
children with affordable, nutritious meals at school. It now serves tens 
of millions of children every day. 
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